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Many people agree that English is an essential language because English is an international language. In 
Indonesia, students learn English since they are at kindergarten and primary level, and we can call them young 
learners.  This study is going to find students need analysis of English Learning For Elementary Schools. In this 
study, the researcher used a qualitative descriptive method and data presentation as supporting data. This study's 
participants are students from fourth-grade elementary school at MIS Al – Mujahidah Bogor Regency. To get 
the data, the researcher used questionnaire and documentation (Textbook) as the instrument. This study shows 
the students are interested in the book containing animated cartoon and games or interactive activity for them. 
The textbook that is not emphasized to the student’s elementary school age can be an obstacle or the difficulties 
for students to learn English. It can make the students are not interested to learn English. So, the institution 
needs to double-check before choosing students textbooks because there is some deficiency in the book that 
makes it difficult for students to learn. 
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1 Introduction 
As an international language, many people agree that English is an important language that must be mastered. 
In Indonesia, English has been taught since the students in kindergarten and primary school.  We can call them 
kindergarten and primary school students, young learners. According to McKay (2008), the young learner is 
children or students that attend to first seven years of formal schooling. It means that young learners are children 
in the primary or elementary school education system and their ages are between five until twelve years old. 
Furthermore, McKay (2008), also mentions the characteristic of young learners, there are; First, the 
characteristic of growth consist of the attention span of young learner and developing abilities to think in new 
ways. The next one is the literacy in which young learners are developing an understanding of how reading and 
writing work. The last is vulnerability, which means that young learners' self-esteem is strongly affected by 
school experiences. 
English learning for young learners, especially in a primary school in the education unit level curriculum 
(KTSP), English is a local content subject that must be taught. In contrast, in the curriculum 2013, english 
lesson in elementary school become optional  (Sari, 2013). The Ministry of Education policy, No.0487/14/1992, 
Chapter VIII and National education system law, No.060/U/1993 states that learning English can be 
incorporated into the curriculum of local content at elementary schools. As a local content that is not 
compulsory, the government gives school freedom whether to hold an English subject or not. Even though 
English is not local content and taught optionally, there are still many elementary schools that taught English 
learning on their school. Furthermore, a school that has an English subject in their school needs learning 
material. Teaching materials are descriptions of curriculum content that are conveyed as necessary or otherwise 
very detailed, clearly illustrated (Syafii, 2016). 
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In the process of delivering learning material, some factors influencing students’ learning process. According 
to Slameto (2013), external and internal factors are affect the students learning process. The example of external 
factors are environment, school, or family. Meanwhile, students’ internal factors divided into three aspects there 
are physical aspect, exhausted aspect and psychological aspect. One of the psychological aspect is interest. 
According to Kusmaryati & Amertaningrum (2017), students' interest has an important role in developing 
students’ thinking ability, students’ interest can also affect students' learning achievement quality in some 
learning subject  (Syah, 2013). 
Students' interest in learning English can also be increased through interesting textbooks. In Indonesia, 
textbook is always used by students and teacher in the teaching and learning process. The book arranged in 
accordance with the curriculum and syllabus and planned to be a sourcebook for the students. Thus, textbooks 
used in school must be programmed to attend education according to material based on structure. Tarigan 
(1993), said that a good textbook has ten criteria such as textbook that has good quality can increase the 
students’ motivation in learning, provides the interesting illustration, has relation to other textbooks, the 
textbook should be able to simulate the students’ personal activities in learning, where it can also motivate the 
students interest in learning when they use it. The linguistics aspects of a good textbook should be appropriate to 
the students’ level, designed with clear instruction, construct a clear point of views, The textbooks should 
emphasize the students' age, and the last textbook that has a good quality also appreciates the students’ 
individual differences such as background, culture and level. 
Furthermore, the teaching and learning process inseparable from students’ motivation. In the learning 
process, students need to know what their motivation in learning English is to support their goals because their 
motivation in learning will impact their process and ability in learning English (Purwanti, Puspita, & Mulyadi, 
2019). Motivation divided into intrinsic and extrinsic motivation (Apriliyanti & Darliani, 2017). Intrinsic 
motivation is the motivation that from students themselves. For examples, motivated to understand the material, 
meanwhile, extrinsic motivation is a motivation that comes from students’ external factors such as society or 
environment, for instance, rewards from the teacher, good grades, and the appreciation. 
In learning a foreign language, students usually found difficulties. According to Basri (2018), Students in 
elementary school often faced the difficulties in understanding text and language skills. Sinta, et al., (2020) 
stated that students often think that it is difficult to understand the English material and makes them do not like 
an English lesson. Furthermore, some difficulties also usually found by teachers or students. According to Listia 
and Listia & Kamal (2013), the teaching and learning process in English is caused by two things. First is the 
teacher weakness in dealing with students problem in the class and the limited availability of facilities from 
school. In line with Harun (2009) the other problem faced by students and teachers such as the number of 
students in the class is too large so the teachers found the difficulty to provide guidance when students practice 
and the other difficulties can also be students motivation in learning english is still very low. Besides, 
sometimes, the difficulties of the teaching and learning process also found on their textbook. For elementary 
school, we usually need an interesting book material, and it needs to be easy to understand, but sometimes there 
is a book that too difficult for students.  
Furthermore, to facilitate the teaching and learning process, it is necessary to conduct a need analysis of 
English learning. According to Sularti & Supriyadi (2019), need analysis is very important because it is useful to 
ensure program success and to achieve student language learning objectives. In addition, need analysis is an 
activity that collecting information about students needs, validate and prioritize. These need to be the foundation 
for designing and developing a curriculum according to students' needs (Sularti & Supriyadi, 2019). There are 
four groups that can be involved in need analysis. (1) target groups such as students, (2) audience such as a 
group of people who give attention to the result of research, (3) need analysts such as the researcher, (4) 
resource groups such as a group which give assistance concerning with the target group. 
Research about students’ needs analysis and analysis of teaching material already done by several 
researchers. The first previous study was a research by Sihimirmo (2015), this study aimed to investigate 
English learner at fourth and fifth grade in SDN Utan Kayu Utara 01,03, 05 Pagi Jakarta needs in learning 
English. To get the data, the researcher distributes a questionnaire, interview and analyze some documents as an 
instrument. Furthermore, Ulum (2015) also try to find a general understanding of academic needs for developing 
students speaking skills. The research was done with an open-ended questionnaire, and the data were analyzed 
used SPSS. Next, Fitri et al., (2013), the researchers analyzed the English teaching materials used at fifth grade 
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in elementary school, this research used qualitative descriptive to obtain the data and used checklist format as an 
instrument. This study has several gaps with the previous study above if the previous study above tries to 
investigate the students' needs for developing students speaking skills or analyze teaching material. Meanwhile, 
this research concerns to find students need in learning English in class. This research is important as a 
consideration for the teachers in formulating the students’ needs and learning objective in teaching and learning 
English.  
Based on the explanation above, this research will try to find students elementary school needs in learning 
English. The research question is, “What are students needs in learning English? what are the difficulties in 
learning English?”. In this study, the researcher will obtain the information about learner’s needs in learning 
English in terms of learning materials and ways of learning English for elementary school. The information 
collected is the learning materials that students want to learn, students' difficulties and interest in learning 
English, the types of book that students like and help students in the learning process, and students' motivation 
to learn English.  
2 Research Method  
This research used a qualitative descriptive method and data presentation as supporting data. According to 
Shah et al. (2017), Qualitative research describes the result of researchers' data and is accompanied by evidence. 
This study's participant was students from fourth-grade elementary school at MIS Al – Mujahidah Bogor 
Regency. The participants of this study were 26 students’ in grade four at MIS Al-Mujahidah. To get the data, 
the researcher used questionnaire and documentation (Textbook) as the instrument.  The questionnaire was 
conducted to get the data from students, and it was distributed via google form to students via WhatsApp 
because of a pandemic. Furthermore, the textbook was analyzed to know what students need that is not available 
in the textbooks. The researcher learned students’ books by adjusting the criteria of the good book according to 
the expert for instance the criteria by Tarigan (1993) , then seeing the gaps between the questionnaire results and 
the existing books 
3 Result & Discussion 
The data obtained are data that collected from questionnaires and documents from students’ textbook to 
answer research questions:  
3.1 The result of the Questionnaire 
General Information 





Always Often Often Enough Rarely Never 
1. Saya mengikuti les/kursus Bahasa 
Inggris 
0% 3,8% 15,4% 15,4% 65,4% 
2. Seberapa sering kamu membaca bacaan 
bahasa inggris sehari-hari?  
0% 3,85% 34,6% 57,7% 3,85% 
3. Seberapa sering kamu mendengar 
bahasa inggris sehari-hari?  
2,5% 11,5% 42,3% 38,5% 5,2% 
4. Saya menggunakan bahasa inggris 
diluar lingkungan sekolah 
0% 0% 7,7% 50% 42,3% 
5. Saya menonton tayangan TV/Video 
dalam bahasa Inggris 
0% 34,6% 15,4% 38,5% 11,5% 
6. Saya membaca buku pelajaran bahasa 
inggris diluar sekolah 
0% 7,7% 23,1% 46,2% 23,1% 
7. Saya membaca bacaan berbahasa 
inggris selain buku pelajaran 
0% 11.5% 30,8% 38,5% 19,2% 
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8. Saya suka menulis sesuatu 
menggunakan bahasa inggris selain di 
pelajaran bahasa inggris 
0% 3,8% 26,9% 46,2% 23,1% 
Based on the data in table 1, it can be concluded that most of the students are never took an English course 
outside of school, and the frequency of students with english in daily life like reading, speaking, writing and 
hearing in English is rarely. As we can see on the percentage in table 1, students also use English in the school 
environment. Most of them are rarely and never use English outside the school. According to Apriliyanti & 
Darliani (2017), even though the English course situation can increase students motivation in learning, when 
students in a school situation, the teacher also has an important role to help students increase their motivation 
when learning English with presenting interesting and quality lessons. 
Students Difficulties in Learning English 
Sinta et al., (2020) stated that students often think that it is difficult to understand the English material and it 
makes them do not like an English lesson. Furthermore, some difficulties also usually found by teachers or 
students. Other than that, sometimes, the difficulties of the teaching and learning process also found in their 
textbook. For elementary school, we usually need interesting book material, and it needs to be easy to 
understand, but sometimes there is a book that too difficult for students. It will be explained in table 2 below: 
Table 2. Students Difficulties in Learning English 
No. Content 
Presentation 
Yes No Maybe 
1. Saya tidak menyukai pelajaran bahasa inggris 7,7% 92,3% 6,5% 
2. Tidak terbiasa dengan bahasa inggris menjadi 
penyebab kesulitan saya dalam belajar bahasa 
inggris 
38,5% 23,1% 38,5% 
3. Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris membosankan 
menjadi penyebab kesulitan saya dalam 
belajar bahasa inggris 
7,7% 84,6% 7,7% 
4. Pelajaran bahasa inggris tidak menarik 
menjadi penyebab kesulitan saya dalam 
belajar bahasa inggris 
7,7% 73,1% 19,2% 
5. Materi pelajaran bahasa inggris yang ada 
dibuku saya sulit dipahami 
23,1% 46,2% 30,8% 
6. Saya merasa kesulitan saat memahami suatu 
bacaan di buku yang menggunakan bahasa 
inggris 
42,3% 26,9% 30,8% 
As we can see in the data above, most students answer that they like English subject and are interested in 
learning English. It also can be concluded that students difficulties in learning English are because they are not 
used to with English and their textbook also sometimes difficult to understand for primary level, and it makes 
students difficult to learn the subject. 
Students Interest in Learning English  
As Kusmaryati & Amertaningrum (2017) said, students' interest has an important role in developing students’ 
thinking ability. Students' interest can also affect students' learning achievement quality in some learning subject 
(Syah, 2013). Students’ interest in learning English can also be a factor in accepting the assignment with 
pleasure. So it is also a challenge for the teacher to make an exciting teaching and learning process, so the 
students can be enjoyed and interested to learn English. We can see students interested in learning English in 
table 3 : 





Yes No Maybe 
1.  
Materi pelajaran bahasa inggris yang ada dibuku 
saya mudah dipahami 
46,2% 15,4% 38,5% 
2. Saya menyukai pelajaran Bahasa Inggris 76,9% 7,7% 15,4% 
3. 
Apakah menurut kamu belajar bahasa inggris 
menggunakan gambar, lagu, cerita, video, 
permainan dll dapat memudahkan kamu dalam 
mengerti Bahasa Inggris? 
88,5% 0% 11,5% 
4. 
Apakah kamu tertarik apabila belajar bahasa 
inggris menggunakan gambar, lagu, cerita, 
video, permainan dll 
84,6% 3,9% 11,5% 
5. 
Ketika dalam pembelaran bahasa inggris perlu 
di selingi gambar, lagu, cerita, video, permainan 
dll 
80,8% 0% 19,2% 
6. 
Saya ingin mahir dalam membaca menggunakan 
bahasa inggris 
96,2% 0% 3,8% 
7. 
Saya ingin mahir dalam menulis menggunakan 
bahasa inggris 
92,3% 0% 7,7% 
8. 
Saya ingin mahir dalam berbicara menggunakan 
bahasa inggris 
92,3% 0% 7,7% 
9. 
Saya ingin memahami ketika mendengar orang 
lain menggunakan bahasa inggris 
88,5% 0% 11,5% 
According to the data above, all of the students are interest in the English subject. The students also interested 
in learning English when they learn English, and the material has inserted another medium, for instance, picture, 
song, story, video and games. Students' desire to master English language skills (speaking, listening, reading and 
writing) is also high.  
Students Interest Toward Learning TextBook 
Table 4. Students Interest Toward Learning TextBook 
Bukunya Berwarna 38,5% 
Ada gambar kartun animasi 76,9% 
Ada cerita 34,6% 
Kata-kata dibuku mudah dipahami 73,1% 
Ada permainan didalam buku 61,5% 
Ada lagu-lagu didalam buku 30,8% 
Soal-Soal yang mudah dipahami 61,5% 
Soal disertai gambar 69,2% 
Soal disertai dengan permainan 57,7% 
Ada dialog percakapan dengan teman (bermain peran) 42,3% 
Based on the data above, we can see that most of the students are really like animated cartoons in their book. 
It could help them understand the material and the question with pictures and help them to easier answer the 
questions. Students are also interested in the book that is easy to understand, and it helps them understand the 
material and questions on the book. Games and other activities that make them interact with one another, like 
roleplay, also make them interested in the book, and they think it can make them easier to answer the questions 
from the book. 
Students Motivation in Learning English 
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Students’ motivations have an essential role if the students learn a foreign language. Apriliyanti & Darliani 
(2017), found that motivation is a good basic for learning a foreign language, but the motivation is not good 
enough if not followed by students’ actions in learning English. So it can be concluded that besides having high 
motivation, students also need to practice and have an interest in learning more and more day by day. We can 
see student’s motivation in table 5. 
Table 5. Students Motivation in Learning English 
Mendapatkan nilai bahasa Inggris yang tinggi 57,7% 
Menang lomba bahasa Inggris 23,1% 
Karena saya suka belajar bahasa inggris 46,2% 
Dapat berbicara menggunakan Bahasa Inggris 80,8% 
Paham saat membaca buku-buku berbahasa Inggris 69,2% 
Paham saat mendengar orang lain berbicara Bahasa Inggris 69,2% 
Dapat menulis menggunakan Bahasa Inggris 61,5% 
Dapat membantu teman/adik dalam belajar bahasa Inggris 61,5% 
Dapat berbagi pengetahuan tentang bahasa Inggris dengan orang lain 46,2% 
Bahasa Inggris bahasa yang penting 53,8% 
Lainnya (Agar dapat berbahasa Asing) 3,8% 
Lainnya (Ingin ke luar negri) 3,8% 
According to the data above, the highest of students' motivation to learn English is that they want to be able 
to speak English and follow by another skill, such as understanding when reading English books, understanding 
when someone speaks with English, and helping other in learning English. Another aspect added by students 
who were not in the selection is they want to speak a foreign language and go abroad if they mastered English. 
3.2 Result of Documentation (Textbook) 
Using a textbook in the teaching and learning process, teachers and students will get benefits (Harmer, 2007). 
After seeing the questionnaire result, the textbook has some gaps with students need, for instance, the textbook 
is colourless. So it causes students’ interest in the textbook is decreased. There is also no songs in the textbook, 
and the games are only on the worksheet. The textbook has strong effects on the students’ skill, especially for 
English. So students need to have a good textbook to support their learning process.  
As Tarigan, (1993) mentions some of the characteristics of a good textbook are that a good textbook can 
increase the students’ motivation in learning, provides the interesting illustration, and relates to the other 
textbooks. The textbook should be able to stimulate the students’ activities in learning, motivator for the 
students who used it, and the textbook should emphasize students age. Because if the textbook cannot suit the 
students’ need, it will be difficult for both students and teachers in the teaching and learning process. So, to 
balance the gaps between students need and the existing textbook. Teachers need to improve their teaching style 
and make the teaching and learning process more interesting. 
4 Conclusion 
From the result of this need analysis, it can be defined that their frequency also influences students 
difficulties in learning English on how often they use and familiar with English not only at school but also 
outside the school. Based on the findings, several things need to be improved; for instance; the institution needs 
to double-check students' textbooks because there is some deficiency on the book that makes students difficult 
to learn. Furthermore, english teacher also need to improve their teaching style to balance the textbook's lack 
and make the teaching and learning process more interesting. This study finding can also be followed up by the 
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